KB                 FOOTNOTE TO LAWRENCE

elemental contact. It Is from the hypogastric plexus and the sacral
ganglion that the dark forces of manhood arid womanhood
sparkle. From the dark plexus of sympathy run out the acute. In-
tense sympathetic vibrations direct to the corresponding pole. Or
so it should be in genuine passionate love. There Is no mental
interference. There Is even no Interference of the upper centres.
Love is supposed to be blind. Though modern love wears strong
spectacles.

(The consummation of sex) Is the precise parallel of what hap-
pens in a thunderstorm.. . .There is a threefold result. First the
flash of pure sensation and of real electricity. Then there is the
birth of an entirely new state in each partner. And then there is
the liberation. But the main thing, as in the thunderstorm., is the
absolute renewal of the atmosphere: in this case, the blood....
And in this renewal lies the magic of sex.

All of which is very nearly true, but only very nearly. The
mark is just missed and because of this the thought is in-
validated.

I agree that "in sex we have our basic., most elemental
being".   But not because in sex the sensual or lower self is
concerned and this alone, nor because this self is the real self
of a man or a woman. When a man is really man, when he is
whole and one, possessing the unity of an organism., not that
of an aggregate, then there is neither a higher nor a lower self,
but only one self, his self.  So that if, as I believe, sex union
means the bringing into contact of two selves and a consequent
mutual fulfilment of these, they will be concerned In their full
unity, not in part,, but as wholes. Then, of course., there will be
no mental interference as Lawrence says; but not because
there is an unbridgeable gulf between body and mind, be-
tween the sensual self and the ideal self; rather, because these
in the whole man do not exist apart, because, in a way, they
do not exist at all, sinking and losing identity and separate
existence in the unity of the whole. When man is truly man he
is neither body, nor mind, nor even body and mind, but is just
man, a unity, .or as I prefer it, Spirit. And because of this I
agree that love is blind, for what Is meant by this is that in